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Library and Cultural Center, a new facility
created by the Broward County Public Li-
brary to serve Broward County’s growing and
diverse population.

Through its Preservation Programs, the
NEH is preserving the content of hundreds
of thousands of brittle books, periodicals, and
American newspapers—priceless sources for
present and future historians and scholars.
The Endowment’s initiative to save much
materials is now entering its tenth year, and
will preserve nearly a million books and peri-
odicals by the time it is completed. The U.S.
Newspaper Project, an equally important ef-
fort to microfilm historic newspapers, is cre-
ating a comprehensive national database for
scholars, students, and citizens who wish to
research their community’s history.

In November 1998, the First lady and I
joined the Endowment in honoring at the
White House nine distinguished Americans
with the National Medal of the Humanities.
Through these awards and its grants pro-
grams, the National Endowment for the Hu-
manities recognizes and promotes out-
standing efforts to deepen public awareness
and understanding of the humanities.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 22, 2000.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting Reports of the
National Science Foundation

March 22, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by the provisions of section

3(f) of the National Science Foundation Act
of 1950, as amended (42 U.S.C. 1862(f)), I
transmit herewith the combined annual re-
ports of the National Science Foundation for
fiscal years 1996–1997, and the annual report
for fiscal year 1998.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 22, 2000.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the International Plant Protection
Convention With Documentation
March 23, 2000

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to acceptance, I trans-
mit herewith the revised International Plant
Protection Convention (IPPC), adopted at
the Conference of the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) of the United Nations
at Rome on November 17, 1997. In accord-
ance with Article XIII of the existing IPPC,
the revised text will enter into force for all
contracting parties 30 days after acceptance
by two-thirds of the contracting parties.

The revisions are designed to bring the
IPPC into line with modern practices and
concepts, and to establish new mechanisms
to promote the development and adoption
of international phytosanitary standards.

It is my hope that the Senate will give
prompt and favorable consideration to this
Convention, and give its advice and consent
to acceptance by the United States, subject
to the two proposed understandings set forth
in the accompanying report, at the earliest
possible date.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 23, 2000.

Remarks in a Discussion With
Members of a Dairy Cooperative in
Nayla Village, India
March 23, 2000

The President. But one thing I think is
important to mention, though. You talked
about with the dairy cooperatives, how you’ve
now computerized all your transactions.
Well, the computer can be anywhere. And
that means that all kinds of jobs can now be
in small rural villages everywhere in the
world which before could only be in cities.
But in order to have them, people have to
have a certain level of education and a certain
level of credit.

And I think that people should think more
about what other kinds of jobs computers
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make possible, as well as the successful dairy
cooperative.

[At this point, a young woman asked a ques-
tion which was translated as follows.]

The Interpreter. She feels that, yes, if a
greater number of children in the village can
learn computers, definitely they can get bet-
ter jobs, but they would have to be provided
with greater opportunities there, which they
would have to struggle for or which the Gov-
ernment would have to provide for.

The President. Since I have been the
President of the United States, I have trav-
eled around the world and met in villages
like this in Africa and Latin America, China,
and now here in India. And my wife has done
even more than I have. And we try to invest
money in the education of girls to make sure
that girls and boys both have the same chance
to get an education. And this year we will
finance around the world about 2 million of
the kind of small loans you have been talking
about.

But we are looking more and more at try-
ing to make sure that every village has at least
one computer hookup like this, and you have
given me a lot of ideas. And I just want to
congratulate you for your courage and your
persistence. And I hope my coming here will
cause everyone in India to know about what
you are doing, and maybe more women will
follow your lead.

Q. My name is Chitra, and I wanted to
convey to you that, through the Women’s
Development Project, we are trying to create
awareness among young girls so that when
they grow older and they become women,
they do not have to face many of the prob-
lems that we, as children, had to face, espe-
cially related to our bodies, our sexuality, and
our noneconomic empowerment.

I think it is time to wind up. I will now
request Kanta Guswami to give you a smart
card, so that you can become a member of
the daily cooperative here. [Laughter]

[At this point, Kanta Guswami presented the
smart card.]

The President. I grew up in a place with
many dairy cows. And I know what hard work
it is. And I will always treasure this. And I
will put this up in the White House so that

people from all over the world will know I
have come here, and I can tell them the story
of what you are doing.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. in meet-
ing room A at Nayla Village, near Jaipur. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks in a Discussion With
Members of Village Council in Nayla
Village
March 23, 2000

Q. I have a question to ask. There is a
stereotypical image of Indians all over the
world as backward people. You have been
in India for a few days. How would you re-
spond to this? Do you think we are back-
ward? [Laughter]

The President. No. But what I hope my
trip will do is to help people all over the
world see India in a more complete way.
There are many people here who are poor,
but you are proving that democracy can be
used to lift the poor, can be used to end dis-
crimination against women and keep chil-
dren, girls and boys, in school, and can be
used to bring people of different tribes and
casts together. That is very important to me
and to my family, my wife, who has been
in Indian villages, and to our whole adminis-
tration.

What I think you should know is that the
problems you have here are problems that
people have faced all over the world. My own
country became independent from the Brit-
ish Empire in the 1780’s, and it was almost
150 years before women could even vote. It
was almost 100 years before the slaves were
freed, and more than another 100 years be-
fore they acquired equal rights, African-
Americans, under our laws.

And today, all over the world, there are
wars where people are being killed—in Afri-
ca because they’re of different tribes, in Bos-
nia and Kosovo because they were of dif-
ferent tribes and religions. So if in India you
can prove that people can lift themselves
from poverty and, at the same time, end dis-
crimination against women and their girl
children and learn to work together across
tribal and cast lines because of democracy,
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